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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to Intro to Census Bureau
Our presenter today is Ana-Maria Garcia.
Ana-Maria Garcia has worked for the US Census Bureau since 1999. During her tenure she has held the following positions – Partnership Specialist in the Boston Region; Local Census Office Manager in Hartford, CT; Partnership Coordinator and Data Dissemination Specialist in the New York Region Office.   
 
Currently, as a Data Dissemination Specialist Ms. Garcia is responsible for providing instruction to community groups, staff of elected officials, government agencies and the general public on how to access census data. Being bi-lingual, Ms. Garcia provides instruction both in English and Spanish.  She is responsible for the following geography – Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts and Puerto Rico.   
 
Ms. Garcia holds a J.D. from Temple University.  
 



Objectives

• Basic understanding of breadth of data collected by the Census 
Bureau

• Understanding Census Geographic Levels
• Difference between American Community Survey (ACS) and Decennial 

Census
• American Community Survey Topics
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U.S. Census Bureau 
• Overview

Census Bureau Data Collection 
• Surveys
• Censuses

American Community Survey
• Overview
• Geography

Q&A

Live Demo

Agenda
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Presentation Notes
We will provide a brief overview of the U.S. Census Bureau 

Then we will explore some of the surveys and census conducted the the Census Bureau

We will take a deeper look at the American Community Survey which is our largest demographic survey and explore the various geographic levels. 

Finally, we will go live to census.gov our landing page



U.S. Census  
Overview
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�The U.S. Census Bureau has been headquartered in Suitland, Md. since 1942.  Our staff has grown from an approx. 4,200 members to several thousands of temporary employees to help conduct the 2020 census. The Census Bureau is part of the U.S. Department of Commerce. It is overseen by the Economics and Statistics Administration (ESA) within the Department of Commerce. The Economics and Statistics Administration provides high-quality economic analysis and fosters the missions of the U.S. Census Bureau and the Bureau of Economic Analysis.

The Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest statistical agency. We are dedicated to providing current facts and figures about America’s people, places, and economy. Federal law protects the confidentiality of all the information the Census Bureau collects.



Censuses 
Decennial Census 
Economic Census 
Census of Governments 
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We are most known for conducting the decennial census every ten years.  However, that is not the only census conducted.  Let me describe each of census. ��Decennial Census�It is the once-a-decade population and housing count of all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the Island Areas as required by the U.S. Constitution. The results of the decennial census determine the number of seats for each state in the U.S. House of Representatives and are used to draw congressional and state legislative districts and to distribute more than $675 billion in federal funds each year to local communities. It helps the government decide how to distribute funds and assistance to states and localities. It is also used to draw the lines of legislative districts and reapportion the seats each State holds in Congress.

Also known as the Population and Housing Census, the Decennial U.S. Census counts every resident in the United States. It is mandated by Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution and takes place every 10 years. Years ending in Zero  We have already begun data collection for the 2020 Census in remote areas of Alaska.
�The census tells us who we are and where we are going as a nation, and helps our communities determine where to build everything from schools  to supermarkets, and from homes to hospitals. 

Economic Census 
Every five years, years ending in “2” and “7”; the U.S. Census Bureau collects extensive statistics about businesses that are essential to understanding the American economy.  This official count, better known as the Economic Census, serves as the foundation for the measurement of U.S. businesses and their economic impact.  As part of the Census Bureau’s mission to provide timely information on the health of the U.S. economy, this “business” census serves as the most extensive collection of data related to business activity.  Nearly 4 million businesses, large, medium, and small, covering most industries and all geographic areas of the United States receive surveys tailored to their primary business activity.

The data produced from the Economic Census are important for your industry, your community, and your business:
• Statistics from the Economic Census provide policymakers with evidence-based information used to make sound programmatic decisions.�• Other Census Bureau economic surveys use Economic Census data to construct their sampling frames and to improve accuracy of annual, quarterly, and monthly estimates.�• Federal agencies rely on the data as the basis for key measures of economic activity, such as the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), National Income and Product Accounts (NIPAs), and the Producer Price Index (PPI).�• Trade and Business associations, along with Chambers of Commerce, rely on Economic Census data to measure key business facts they can use to gauge organizational structure and product trends.�• Individual businesses use the data from the Economic Census to make decisions about operating sites, capital investments, and product development.


Census of Governments 
The Census of Governments identifies the scope and nature of the nation's state and local government sector; provides authoritative benchmark figures of public finance and public employment; classifies local government organizations, powers, and activities; and measures federal, state, and local fiscal relationships.  It is taken every five years – years ending in “2” and “7” 
The United States Code, Title 13, Section 161, requires that this census be taken.

Coverage
All state and local governments in the United States. Local governments include:
counties
cities
townships
special districts (such as water districts, fire districts, library districts, mosquito abatement districts, and so on)
school districts




Surveys 
Demographic Surveys 
Economic Surveys 
Sponsored Surveys
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The U.S. Census Bureau conducts more than 130 surveys and programs each year, including our nation's largest:�household survey, the American Community Survey which we subsequently discuss. 

These surveys fall within various categories - demographic, economic or sponsored surveys.  

Let me provide some examples: 

DEMOGRAPHIC SURVEYS measure income, poverty, education, health insurance coverage, housing quality, crime victimization, computer usage, and many other subjects.
The American Community Survey is one such survey.

Another demographic survey is The National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS) sponsored by The Bureau of Justice Statistics which is the nation's primary source of information on criminal victimization.  Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey website   
This survey collects data measuring the types and amount of crime involving people age 12 or older. Periodically, the survey includes additional topics such as crime in schools, contacts with law enforcement, and identity theft.
Why is this survey important?
Data from this survey are used to provide information on many topics related to crime and victimization, including crime in schools, trends in violent crime, costs of crime, and the response of law enforcement to reports of victimization. 



ECONOMIC SURVEYS are conducted monthly, quarterly, and yearly. They cover selected sectors of the nation’s economy and supplement the Economic Census with more-frequent information about the dynamic economy. These surveys yield more than 400 annual economic reports, including principal economic indicators.  Included in this group  is  County Business Patterns (CBP) an annual series that provides subnational economic data by industry. This series includes the number of establishments, employment during the week of March 12, first quarter payroll, and annual payroll. 
This data is useful for studying the economic activity of small areas; analyzing economic changes over time; and as a benchmark for other statistical series, surveys, and databases between economic censuses. Businesses use the data for analyzing market potential, measuring the effectiveness of sales and advertising programs, setting sales quotas, and developing budgets. Government agencies use the data for administration and planning.

Other Economic Surveys are 
The Annual Survey of Manufactures (ASM) paid employee which provides sample estimates of statistics for all manufacturing establishments with one or more employees


SPONSORED SURVEYS are demographic and economic surveys that we conduct for other government agencies. They include the Current Population Survey the National Health Interview Survey, and the National Survey of College Graduates.

The Current Population Survey (CPS), sponsored jointly by the U.S. Census Bureau and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), is the primary source of labor force statistics for the population of the United States. The Current Population Survey (CPS) is one of the oldest, largest, and most well-recognized surveys in the United States.  It is immensely important, providing information on many of the things that define us as individuals and as a society – our work, our earnings, and our education. 
    
    In addition to being the primary source of monthly labor force statistics, the CPS is used to collect data for a variety of other studies that keep the nation informed of the economic
    and social well-being of its people.  This is done by adding a set of supplemental questions to the monthly basic CPS questions.  Supplemental inquiries vary month to month and
    cover a wide variety of topics such as child support, volunteerism, health insurance coverage, and school enrollment.  Supplements are usually conducted annually or biannually,
    but the frequency and recurrence of a supplement depend completely on what best meets the needs of the supplement’s sponsor.

The National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) is a national survey conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau on behalf of the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS). The National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) is the principal source of information on the health of the civilian noninstitutionalized population of the United States and is one of the major data collection programs of the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS), which is part of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

The National Survey of College Graduates (NSCG) is a biennial survey of college graduates residing in the United States that has been conducted since the 1970s. The NSCG is sponsored by the The National Survey of College Graduates (NSCG) is a survey sponsored by the National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics (NCSES) at the National Science Foundation (NSF). The U.S. Census Bureau is responsible for the NSCG data collection.

   The NSCG began in the 1970s and has been conducted approximately every two to three years. The survey provides data on the number and characteristics of individuals with a
    bachelor's or higher degree, with a special focus on individuals with education and/or employment in science or engineering.
    The NSF uses the information to prepare congressionally mandated biennial reports such as Women, Minorities and Persons with Disabilities in Science and  
    Engineering and Science and Engineering Indicators. These reports enable NSF to fulfill the legislative requirement to act as a clearinghouse for current information on the science and engineering workforce.
The survey serves other purposes as well:
Government agencies use these data to assess the college-educated resources available in the U.S. to business, industry, and academia, and to provide a basis for the formulation of the nation's education and employment policies.
Educational institutions use the NSCG data in establishing and modifying scientific and technical curricula.
Employers in all sectors (education, industry, and the government) use the results to understand trends in employment opportunities and salaries in all fields and to evaluate the effectiveness of equal opportunity efforts.









The American Community Survey 
Overview
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The American Community Survey (ACS) is an ongoing annual survey that shows what the U.S. population looks like and how it lives. The ACS helps communities decide where to target services and resources. ACS  provides vital information on a yearly basis about our nation and its people. Information from the survey generates data that help determine how more than $675 billion in federal and state funds are distributed each year.

Through the ACS, we know more about jobs and occupations, educational attainment, veterans, whether people own or rent their homes, and other topics. Public officials, planners, and entrepreneurs use this information to assess the past and plan the future. When you respond to the ACS, you are doing your part to help your community plan for hospitals and schools, support school lunch programs, improve emergency services, build bridges, and inform businesses looking to add jobs and expand to new markets, and more.

The American Community Survey helps local officials, community leaders, and businesses understand the changes taking place in their communities. It is the premier source for detailed population and housing information about our nation.



The American Community Survey
The Foundation

The American Community Survey (ACS) is on the leading edge of survey design, 
continuous improvement, and data quality

• The nation’s most current, reliable, and accessible data source for local statistics 
on critical planning topics such as age, children, veterans, commuting, education, 
income, and employment

• Surveys 3.5 million households and informs over $675 billion of Federal 
government spending each year

• Visit 20,000 Group Quarter facilities and sample approximately 194,000 
residents each year

• Covers 35+ topics, supports over 300 evidence-based Federal government uses, 
and produces 11 billion estimates each year

• Three key annual data releases:
• 1-year Estimates (for large populations)
• 1-year Supplemental Estimates (for small populations)
• 5-year Estimates (for very small populations)
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This is a sample of the questionnaire used for the American Community Survey 
	as stated in the slide it is the most current, reliable and accessible data source and covers topics ranging from age, commuting, income, educational attainment and others.  

1 yr estimates – 65,000 and above
1 year supplemental estimates – from 20,000 to 64,999
5 year estimates – all population below 20,000




1790-1930 Census  
one form to all households

1940-2000 Census  
short form & long form

1996-2004 ACS  
demonstration period

2005-present ACS/PRCS 
annual estimates for all 
geographies

2010 Census and future 
short form only

1996

2000

2005

2020

2010

1790
1800
1810
1820
1830
1840
1850
1860
1870
1880
1890
1900
1910
1920
1930
1940
1950
1960
1970
1980
1990
2000
2010
2020

The American Community Survey
Census & ACS
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In order to understand what the ACS is and why it exists, we need to discuss a bit of Census history.

The first census of the United States was conducted in 1790, and occurred every ten years with one form being used to collect data from all households until 1930. 

From 1940 to 2000, the decennial census (which is the name for the census conducted every ten years) contained a short form used to collect data from all households and a long form that was used to collect data from a sample of households. The long form approach worked well initially, but the data became less and less current as the decade progressed after each decennial Census. 

In the early 1990s, demand from a wide variety of users for current, nationally-consistent data led federal government policymakers to consider the feasibility of collecting social, economic, and housing data continuously throughout the decade.  

In 2000, a large scale demonstration of the American Community Survey was conducted.  The ACS was then fully implemented in 2005, and began collecting data for all of America’s communities each year.  There is also the Puerto Rico Community Survey (PRCS), which is the equivalent of the ACS in Puerto Rico. 

In 2010 and moving forward, the decennial census is only a short form sent to all households because the ACS now collects information each year that was once collected by the long form each decade.



The American Community Survey
How is the ACS Different from the Census?
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ACS 2010 and 2020 Census

purpose Sample estimates Official counts

produces Population characteristics Population totals

new data every Year 10 years

data reflect Period of time Point in time

Collects Information previously on the census “long form” “Short form” information



The ACS tells businesses about its potential customers:

• Are residents of a different age, sex, or family size in these 
locations?

• Have changes to employment or earnings changed local 
household budgets? (Maybe rent and utility costs are impacting 
budgets as well.) 

• Is there a changing demographic? 

• Do residents speak different languages? 

• Is a rise in computer and internet use providing opportunities 
for new ways to reach your customers?

A childcare provider in Connecticut wants to understand the potential 
of students enrolling in their programs 

The American Community Survey 
Market Research
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

# of 3 – 4 years by Census Tract in Fairfield  County



The American Community Survey
Content Overview

Ancestry
Citizenship
Disability
Educational Attainment
Fertility
Grandparents
Language
Marital Status
Migration
School Enrollment
Veterans

Class of Worker 
Commuting
Employment Status
Food Stamps (SNAP)
Health Insurance
Hours/Week, Weeks/Year
Income
Industry & Occupation

Age
Hispanic Origin
Race
Relationship
Sex

POPULATION

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHIC

ECONOMIC

Computer & Internet Use
Costs (Mortgage, Taxes, Insurance)
Heating Fuel 
Home Value
Occupancy
Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities
Structure
Tenure (Own/Rent)
Utilities
Vehicles
Year Built/ Year Moved In

HOUSING
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These are the types of data collected 



Estimated Population of 
Geographic Area

1-Year Estimates
1-Year Supplemental 

Estimates 5-Year Estimates

65,000 or more X X X

20,000 to 64,999 X X

Less than 20,000 X

Release Date September 26, 2019 February 6, 2020 December 19, 2019

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases

The American Community Survey
Availability of 2018 Data Products
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ACS data products are released about one year after the data are collected, and the first year of data collection with a full sample was in 2005.  The 2018 ACS data products will be released on a modified, staggered schedule due to delays in post data collection processing.   The ACS data collected in 2018 was released on September 26, 2019 as 1-year estimates with some remaining tables and products coming out on October 17, 2019.  ACS 1-year estimates, combining data collected over 12 months, are available for geographic areas with a population of 65,000 or more. 

ACS 1-year Supplemental Estimates are a subset of Detailed Tables that are available for geographic areas with populations of 20,000 or more. They are simplified versions of popular ACS tables and provide the most current data to almost twice as many geographies as compared to the standard 1-year release. We released the 1-year Supplemental Estimates on February 6, 2020.
(note: 15,101 geographies in the 2014 Supplemental Estimates vs. 7,819 geographies in the 2014 ACS 1-year release)
 
ACS 5-year estimates, combining data collected over 60 months, are available for geographic areas of all sizes down to the census tract and block group level.  The 2014-2018 ACS 5-year estimates were released on December 19, 2019 with some remaining tables and products released on January 16, 2020.

Thus, ACS data are available for geographic areas with a population of 20,000 or more in the form of 1-year and 5-year estimates. ACS data are only available for geographic areas with a population less than 20,000 in the form of 5-year estimates. 

We also release 1-year and 5-year Public Use Microdata Sample (or PUMS) files for users who want to create custom tables, and Variance Replicate Estimates for users who want to calculate margins of error.  Use the link on the slide to access our complete release schedule.

Note to speaker:
The Census Bureau used to produce 3-year estimates, but they were discontinued due to budget reasons beginning with the 2014 data release.  Past 3-year data products for populations of 20,000+ are still available to the public.


https://census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html


Census Geography
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Nation

Regions

States

Counties

Census Tracts

Block Groups

Congressional 
Districts

American Indian/
Alaska Native Areas/ 
Hawaiian Home Lands

Urban Areas
Metropolitan and 
Micropolitan Areas

Zip Code 
Tabulation 
Areas

PlacesSchool 
Districts

Public Use 
Microdata 
Areas 
(PUMAs)

Alaska 
Native 
Regional 
Areas

State 
Legislative 
Districts

15 15

The American Community Survey
Selected Census Geographic Concepts

• 600 to 3,000
population

• 240 to 1,200 
housing units

Census Blocks
Blocks are not defined by population
and are the smallest geographic level 
at which data are ever released  
(Decennial Census, not the ACS)

• 1,200 to 8,000 population (optimum 4,000)
• 480 to 3,200 housing units

• Cities and towns -- incorporated  
• Census Designated Places  (CDPs):

- - Unincorporated; no size threshold
- - Separate and distinct from city/town
- - Redefined each census

Presenter
Presentation Notes


Looking at this map – Focus on the spine in the center of the page which goes from the highest geography – Nation to the lowest – Block (for a decennial) 

From each of these main geographies you see (in blue) lower geographies


NATION
ZIP Code Tabulation Areas (ZCTAs) are approximate area representations of U.S. Postal Service (USPS) five-digit ZIP Code service areas that the Census Bureau creates using whole blocks to present statistical data from censuses and surveys.  The Census Bureau defines ZCTAs by allocating each block that contains addresses to a single ZCTA, usually to the ZCTA that reflects the most frequently occurring ZIP Code for the addresses within that tabulation block.  Blocks that do not contain addresses but are completely surrounded by a single ZCTA (enclaves) are assigned to the surrounding ZCTA; those surrounded by multiple ZCTAs will be added to a single ZCTA based on limited buffering performed between multiple ZCTAs.  The Census Bureau identifies five-digit ZCTAs using a five-character numeric code that represents the most frequently occurring USPS ZIP Code within that ZCTA, and this code may contain leading zeros

REGIONS
are groupings of states and the District of Columbia that subdivide the United States for the presentation of census data.  There are four census regions—Northeast, Midwest, South, and West.  Each of the four census regions is divided into two or more census divisions (see "Census Divisions" above).  Each census region is identified by a single-digit census code.  Puerto Rico and the Island Areas are not part of any census region or census division.  For more information on census regions, census divisions, and their constituent states, see our list or map [PDF].

STATES
PLACES –
 incorporated cities and towns 
Census Designated Places (CDPs) are the statistical counterparts of incorporated places, and are delineated to provide data for settled concentrations of population that are identifiable by name but are not legally incorporated under the laws of the state in which they are located.   The boundaries usually are defined in cooperation with local or tribal off
icials and generally updated prior to each decennial census.   These boundaries, which usually coincide with visible features or the boundary of an adjacent incorporated place or another legal entity boundary, have no legal status, nor do these places have officials elected to serve traditional municipal functions.   CDP boundaries may change from one decennial census to the next with changes in the settlement pattern; a CDP with the same name as in an earlier census does not necessarily have the same boundary.   CDPs must be contained within a single state and may not extend into an incorporated place.   There are no population size requirements for CDPs.
Hawaii is the only state that has no incorporated places recognized by the Census Bureau.   All places shown in decennial census data products for Hawaii are CDPs.   By agreement with the state of Hawaii, the Census Bureau does not show data separately for the city of Honolulu, which is coextensive with Honolulu County.   In Puerto Rico, which also does not have incorporated places, the Census Bureau recognizes only CDPs and refers to them as comunidades or zonas urbanas.   Guam also has only CDPs.  

Public Use Microdata Areas (PUMAs) are geographic areas for which the Census Bureau provides selected extracts of raw data from a small sample of census records that are screened to protect confidentiality.  These extracts are referred to as public use microdata sample (PUMS) files.
    For the 2010 Census, each state, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and some Island Area participants delineated PUMAs for use in presenting PUMS data based on a 5 percent sample of decennial census or American    
   Community Survey data.  These areas are required to contain at least 100,000 people.  This is different from Census 2000 when two types of PUMAs were defined:  a 5 percent PUMA as for 2010 and an additional super-PUMA
   designed to provide a 1 percent sample.  The PUMAs are identified by a five-digit census code unique within state.


COUNTIES
County Subdivisions are the primary divisions of counties and equivalent entities.  They include census county divisions, census subareas, minor civil divisions, and unorganized territories and can be classified as either legal or statistical.  Each county subdivision is assigned a five-character numeric Federal Information Processing Series (FIPS) code based on alphabetical sequence within state and an eight-digit National Standard feature identifier.

Census tracts are small, relatively permanent of a county or county equivalent. Census tracts generally have a minimum population of 1,200, or 480 housing units, and a maximum population of 8,000 people or 3,200 housing units. Tracts have an optimum size of 4,000 people or 1,600 housing units. 

Block groups are statistical divisions of census tracts and are defined to contain a minimum of 600 persons or 240 housing units and a maximum of 3,000 people or 1,200 housing units. In the American Community Survey, block groups are the lowest level of geography published.

Blocks (Census Blocks) are statistical areas bounded by visible features, such as streets, roads, streams, and railroad tracks, and by nonvisible boundaries, such as selected property lines and city, township, school district, and county limits and short line-of-sight extensions of streets and roads.  Generally, census blocks are small in area; for example, a block in a city bounded on all sides by streets. Census blocks in suburban and rural areas may be large, irregular, and bounded by a variety of features, such as roads, streams, and transmission lines. In remote areas, census blocks may encompass hundreds of square miles.   Census blocks cover the entire territory of the United States, Puerto Rico, and the Island Areas.  Census blocks nest within all other tabulated census geographic entities and are the basis for all tabulated data.

These statistical areas are designed to have stable boundaries. Boundary changes to existing census tracts, as well as newly defined census tracts, may occur at the time of each decennial census.   


The ACS provides data for more geographies on an annual basis than any other household survey.  
Over 13,000 geographies for 1-year estimates; 15,000 geographies for 1-year Supplemental Estimates, and 776,000 geographies for the 5-year estimates.

The image on this slide shows some of the geographies for which ACS data are produced and the relationship between them. Lower geographic areas fit neatly within the larger areas directly connected with lines. For example, school, congressional, and state legislative districts fit neatly within states and do not cross state boundaries. However, they may cross boundaries of counties or metropolitan areas.  In this visualization you can also see the smallest geographic building block is the Block (for the decennial census) whereas it is the Block Group (for the American Community Survey)

The ACS’s unique ability to report on a wide range of geographies is what gives it such a broad appeal. 

For reference:
The 2017 ACS data releases contained 805,792 geographic areas (13,534 for 1-year; 15,423 for 1-year Supplemental; 776,835 for 5-year). These totals come from adding the information in the geocount files. https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/geography-acs/areas-published.html
35,000+ communities=36,631 county subdivisions (summary level 060)

NOT ON SLIDE  
Census Divisions are groupings of states and the District of Columbia that are subdivisions of the four census regions (see "Census Region" below).  There are nine census divisions, and each is identified by a single-digit census code.  Puerto Rico and the Island Areas are not part of any census region or census division.  For more information on census regions, census divisions, and their constituent states, see our list or map [PDF].




Geographic Area 
Relationships—
Small Statistical 
Areas
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This slide depicts the nesting of census geography from a block (only available during decennial) to the county level.  



Selected Census Geographic Concepts—Statistical Areas
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Statistical geographic areas are defined primarily for data tabulation and presentation purposes. This slide demonstrates census tract boundaries. 









Accessing Census Data
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ACS Website

census.gov/acs

19

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The ACS website provides much information about the survey;  As you can see on the left side of the screen there is information available on survey; how to respond to the survey updates; data in the survey and so on. 

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/


The American Community Survey 
Selected Ways to Access Data

• Application Programming Interface (API)

• Census Business Builder

• Census Engagement Navigator

• Data.census.gov

• Data Profiles

• My Congressional District

• My Tribal Area

• Narrative Profiles

• QuickFacts

• Response Outreach Area Mapper

census.gov/data/data-tools.html 
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There are a number of tools that access ACS data.  

Such as My Congressional District provide social, economic, housing and business data for all Congressional Districts in the U.S. 

Census Business Builder – provides selected demographic and economic data from the Census Bureau.  
It has two versions; 
Small Business Edition - primarily for small business owners who need key data for their business plan or to better understand their potential market. It presents data for a single type of business at a time.
Regional Analyst Edition - primarily for chambers of commerce and regional planning staff who need a broad portrait of the people and businesses in their service area. It presents data for all sectors of the economy and for a user-defined region made up of one or more areas.

Data.census.gov is the new platform to access data and digital content from the U.S. Census Bureau. The vision for data dissemination through data.census.gov is to improve the customer experience by making data available from one centralized place so that data users spend less time searching for data content and more time using it. �

https://www.census.gov/developers/
https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html
https://census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/engagement.html
https://www.census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/data-profiles/2016/
https://www.census.gov/mycd/
https://www.census.gov/tribal/
https://www.census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/narrative-profiles/2016/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045217
https://www.census.gov/roam
https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools.html


New Data Dissemination on Data.census.gov
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For guidance on using data.census.gov, please see our Resources page at https://www.census.gov/data/adrm/what-is-data-census-gov.html.

https://data.census.gov/


 Receive our Data Gems.
These short “how-to” videos are an easy and quick way 
to increase your knowledge of Census data. Get them in 
your inbox! 

 Get access to our data courses.
You will learn-at-your-own-pace with these video-
tutorials designed for different skill levels.  

 Interact with our instructors via webinars. 
Learn about our data releases and tools while attending 
these live virtual classes. 

 Bring our data experts to you.
Request free workshops and webinars for your 
organization: census.askdata@census.gov 

Take part in this community
Share your feedback and ideas for our educational 
content: Census.academy@census.gov

Census.gov/Academy: Visit and Subscribe

mailto:census.askdata@census.gov
mailto:Census.academy@census.gov
mailto:Census.academy@census.gov
https://www.census.gov/academy


Interactive Maps
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census.gov/geography/interactive-maps
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Geography has also prepared a variety of interactive maps for users.  

https://www.census.gov/geography/interactive-maps.html


Your story

Your outcome

Your data details

To tell us your story, visit:
census.gov/acs/www/share-your-story/index.php

The American Community Survey
Data Tell Stories. Tell Us Yours!
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The latest news releases and 
statements from the U.S. 
Census Bureau. Also, find 
upcoming events, and useful 
information for media
census.gov/newsroom.html 

Featured stories on various 
topics such as families, 
housing, employment, 
business, education, the 
economy, emergency 
preparedness, and population
census.gov/AmericaCounts

Stay Current 
This blog gives the director's 
point of view on everything from 
Census Bureau news to how we 
measure America's people, 
places and economy. 
census.gov/newsroom/blogs/direct
or.html

Provides links to timely story 
ideas highlighting the Census 
Bureau's newsworthy statistics 
that relate to current events, 
observances, holidays, and 
anniversaries
census.gov/newsroom/stories.html
census.gov/newsroom/facts-for-
features.html

NEWSROOM

AMERICA COUNTS

DIRECTOR’S BLOG

STATS FOR STORIES
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are several links  in which you stay current on data releases and how others are using data

https://www.census.gov/newsroom.html
https://www.census.gov/AmericaCounts
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/director.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/stories.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/facts-for-features.html


Sign up for and manage alerts at
https://public.govdelivery.com/acco
unts/USCENSUS/subscriber/new

More information on the 
American Community Survey: 
https://www.census.gov/acs

Stay Connected #CensusData

Census (Non-media inquiries) 
800-923-8282

Public Information Office (Media) 
301-763-3030

facebook.com/uscensusbureau

twitter.com/uscensusbureau

youtube.com/user/uscensusbureau

instagram.com/uscensusbureau

pinterest.com/uscensusbureau

linkedin.com/company/us-census-bureau
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS/subscriber/new
http://www.census.gov/acs
https://www.facebook.com/uscensusbureau
https://twitter.com/uscensusbureau
https://www.youtube.com/user/uscensusbureau
https://www.instagram.com/uscensusbureau/
https://www.pinterest.com/uscensusbureau/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/us-census-bureau


U.S. Census Bureau
Data Dissemination Specialist

Ana-Maria García
(860) 424-6762

ana.maria.garcia@census.gov

Additional Assistance:

Toll-free number:
1-844-ASK-DATA (1-844-275-2342)

census.askdata@census.gov

Additional Resources:
Want Free Training?
Need Local Stats?
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Q&A and Thank You!
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Qn-Line Demo – census.gov

29


	Intro to Census Bureau Data
	Objectives
	Slide Number 3
	�U.S. Census  �Overview
	�Censuses �  Decennial Census �  Economic Census �  Census of Governments �  
	�Surveys �  Demographic Surveys �  Economic Surveys �  Sponsored Surveys�
	�The American Community Survey �Overview
	The American Community Survey�The Foundation
	The American Community Survey�Census & ACS
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	The American Community Survey�Content Overview
	Slide Number 13
	�Census Geography
	The American Community Survey�Selected Census Geographic Concepts
	Geographic Area Relationships— Small Statistical Areas
	Selected Census Geographic Concepts—Statistical Areas
	�Accessing Census Data
	ACS Website
	Slide Number 20
	New Data Dissemination on Data.census.gov
	Slide Number 22
	Interactive Maps
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Q&A and Thank You!
	Qn-Line Demo – census.gov

